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About a year and half ago, Thomas Ryan returned to the little cottage in Ligonier Township that he helped his father build in 1949, when he was only 7 
years old.  
 
After restoring the cottage to its original barn red color with white trim, Ryan and wife Molly McGregor received township zoning hearing board approval 
on Tuesday to add a two-car garage to their property located at 310 Mill Road, where they reside part of the year.    
 
The property is one of several small lots in the Waterford area off Kissel Spring Road that were subdivided in 1949 from what was referred to as the 
Starrett Plan. The subdivision created a hardship for subsequent lot owners to conform to the current zoning ordinance. 
 
Following an executive session, the board granted a rear setback variance of 30 feet for the garage in conformity with an amended plan attaching the garage 
to the cottage. 
 
Ryan’s original plan for the garage placed it approximately 10 feet from the rear setback line on the property, in order to line up with other buildings in the 
neighborhood.  This plan required a setback variance, as the garage would not comply with the zoning ordinance’s 50-foot setback minimum.   
 
In addition, Ryan requested a height variance for the garage, which would reach a maximum of 17 feet in the rear, because of the slope of the property, in 
order to match the pitch of the cottage. 
 
McGregor explained that the location of the garage was also chosen to block the “visual pollution” of deserted neighboring properties. 
 
However, the zoning hearing board was more amenable to Ryan’s alternate plan of abutting the garage against the back of the cottage, as was Ryan, who 
agreed that location would allow more flexibility as well as absorb a jutting portion of the cottage’s pantry.   Adding the garage to the primary structure, 
where the maximum height permitted is 35 feet, would eliminate the need for a height variance. 
 
Neighbor Gerard Rendine of Wonders Lane spoke in support of the couple’s plan and their “tremendous improvement” of the neighborhood. 
“It’s within the structure of the neighborhood,” he said of the garage. 

 


