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Ligonier Township Supervisors last night held back-to-back hearings on two conditional use government-financed construction contract (GFCC) 
applications submitted by Coal Loaders Inc. to reclaim two abandoned coal mine sites in the township over the next few years. 
 
The sites are located on Mellon property near Myers School Road and at the Ligonier Camp and Conference Center (LCCC). 
 
Each site consists of three separate projects; the recent hearing focused on Mellon Site #2 and LCCC Site #1. Since April, Coal Loaders has been working 
at Mellon Site #3, which it expects to finish ahead of schedule by December or January. 
 
A local company headquartered at 210 Main St., Ligonier, Coal Loaders Inc. has been a regional leader in abandoned mine reclamations since 1962. It 
holds a strong reputation in the Ligonier community as a “good neighbor,” said general manager Donald Lupyan, who hopes that his company’s recent 
reclamation projects in Ligonier will continue to strengthen its relationship with the township and improve the quality of the rural area.  
 
The purpose of Coal Loaders’ projects is to remove the hazards associated with past mining and restore the land to its natural condition while protecting the 
Loyalhanna Watershed from acid mine drainage contamination.  
 
“We are the premier company in Pennsylvania right now in terms of abandoned mine reclamation contracts,” said Lupyan, adding that his company is 
highly regulated by a variety of state and federal agencies, and takes its commitment to the community very seriously. He explained that Coal Loaders does 
not get paid for its reclamation work and only profits by the amount of coal it excavates, while the township will profit by obtaining reclaimed land from 
abandoned mines throughout the community.  
 
Over the past several months, the township planning commission, township supervisors and Coal Loaders have discussed the environmental impacts of 
stormwater drainage, potential nuisances to neighboring properties close to the excavation sites and traffic hazards from coal trucks transporting coal along 
the access roads of Myers Run Road and Wilpen Road. Solicitor Judith Ciszek moderated both hearings on Tuesday, hearing testimony from several Coal 
Loaders representatives and township zoning officer Cindy Turley, outstanding issues from township engineer Nick Coppage and comments from the 
public.  
 
Mellon Site #2 involves a 40-acre tract located on the eastern side of Myers School Road approximately 5/8 miles east of the Peoples Road intersection. 
According to Lupyan, about 25 acres of abandoned mines will be reclaimed and restored to their natural pre-mining condition in the 1940s. Although the 
contract is for five years, Lupyan expects that the project will be finished in about two and a half to three years.  
 
Coal Loaders has requested a waiver for permission to reclaim mine subsidence all the way up to the adjacent properties at Mellon Site #2. Much of the 
2,100 feet of abandoned highwall lies within 200 feet of neighboring properties; excavations would violate a minimum setback regulation designated by the 
DEP without an approved waiver agreed upon by the neighboring properties and the supervisors. Coal Loaders recently received letters from the owners of 
three neighboring properties within the 200 feet stating no objections and submitted them to the supervisors at the hearing.  
 
“It’s not only an issue of safety, it’s an issue of environmental problems also,” explained Mark Klonicke, engineering manager for Coal Loaders, about the 
necessity of excavating near the property lines. “The existing mines, the open cuts, the subsidence holes — they allow water and air into the mine works.”  
 
The water is confined to the floor of the mine, where it interacts with coal and oxygen, producing acid mine drainage. Coal Loaders hopes to backfill and 
vegetate the highwall, allowing stormwater to flow naturally on the surface and reducing the volume of acid mine drainage entering the Loyalhanna 
Watershed.  
 
Coal Loaders’ second GFCC application deals with a 23-acre tract of land located on the western side of Wilpen Road, approximately 0.5 miles north of 
the intersection of Route 711. Lupyan expects about 8.8 acres, including 600 feet of highwall, to be reclaimed and restored to their natural pre-mining 
condition, and estimates this smaller project to be completed in a year or possibly less.  
 
Besides a second 200-foot setback waiver, there also has been concern about the access road for the LCCC site. Coal Loaders would enter the excavation 
site off 711 by way of SR1017 and travel along a 3000-foot access road through the LCCC property that they will expand to accommodate the heavy 
trucks. Chuck Lightfoot, mining engineer for Earthtech Engineering, confirmed that the private haul road is entirely on the LCCC property, and does not 
encroach any neighboring properties, as originally thought.  
 
However, several Ligonier residents living on Wilpen Road near the access point voiced their concerns over possible hazards and noise pollution from 
increased truck traffic They also were concerned about the stability of the 70-year-old bridge over Hanna’s Run, which is in the path of the haul road, given 
that PennDOT has granted Coal Loaders its authorization to exceed the 10-ton traffic weight limit. Coal Loaders plans to repair the bridge, which has been 
damaged by loggers, and submitted a DEP permit for the repairs to the township engineer for review.  
 
LCCC Director Patrick Myers spoke up in support of Coal Loaders’ mine reclamation on the property, a large portion of which contains fresh sinkholes 
and acid mine drainage, especially throughout its hiking trails. Instead of a mere strip-mining operation, he sees their project as an opportunity to transform 
the LCCC property into a better place to educate kids about respecting the environment. According to Myers, the LCCC plans to use the reclaimed property 
as a test place for new tree planting methods, habitat food plots for animals and a possible American chestnut nursery.  
 
“I do know that it’s going to be somewhat of an inconvenience, but in the end I think we’re going to have a pretty good product in our property,” he said.  
 
Along with weekday operating hours of 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., Coal Loaders also is requesting limited Saturday hours of 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. so that it may stay on 
schedule with both contracts and avoid long-term inconvenience as much as possible. As with the Mellon Site #3, it plans to work around school bus 
schedules when transporting coal along township roads.  
 
The supervisors have 45 days to act on both of Coal Loaders’ GFCC applications and plan to review the applications for a vote on Nov. 12.  
 

 


