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Ligonier Township Planning Commission last night approved a fourth project for Coal Loaders Inc. 
 
Over the past year, Coal Loaders Inc. has operated several coal mine reclamation projects throughout the township. Its projects include two sites located on 
the Mellon property near Myers School Road (Mellon #2 and Mellon #3) and one site at the Ligonier Camp and Conference Center located off Wilpen 
Road (LCCC #1).  
 
According to general manager Donald Lupyan, Coal Loaders has completed all coal removal at Mellon #3, reclaimed 75 percent of the land since the 
project started in April 2008 and project that the entire job will be finished later this year. It began work on both Mellon #2 and LCCC #1 in December and 
hope to restart at the latter site in the spring after inclement weather interrupted the work.  
 
The company approached the planning commission on Tuesday night with a fourth project — a second reclamation site at the conference center designated 
as LCCC #2. Engineering manager Mark Klonicke and Chuck Lightfoot of Earthtech Engineering supported the conditional use permit that Coal Loaders is 
seeking from the township. 
 
According to Lupyan, the current project is merely a continuation of the first reclamation site at LCCC, as it employs the same access road and general area 
of the center as LCCC #1. However, Coal Loaders also will include a special reclamation area for the LCCC, extending the ropes course at the camp.  
 
The site encompasses a total of 19.88 acres, including 7 acres of reclamation and 12 acres of support area. No residents live within 1,500 feet of the site.  
 
The work at the LCCC property would address what Lupyan described as evident “visual evidence of the impact from previous surface and deep mines of 
the Pittsburgh coal seam.” Coal Loaders will eliminate highly hazardous areas on the site, reestablish natural drainage and reduce the amount of water 
coming in contact with the abandoned mines.  
 
After hearing engineering and zoning comments, the planning commission voted to recommend approval of Coal Loaders’ mine reclamation project at the 
LCCC, along with additional provisions — that Coal Loaders pay all applicable fees before a hearing is scheduled for the site plan, submit a narrative to 
the township engineer for review, comply with the PennDOT highway occupancy permit, and submit and abide by grading and stormwater permits as 
approved by the township.  
 
Furthermore, the planning commission recommended the operational hours for the LCCC #2 site of 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Monday through Friday, and 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday. Coal Loaders would be restricted to reclamation work only on Saturday.  
 
“It’s a balancing act trying to get these jobs finished in the township,” said Lupyan, explaining that while the Department of Environmental Protection 
allows the company five years to complete a reclamation project, Ligonier Township only allows a tighter deadline of two years. Despite planning 
commission approval, however, the township supervisors have historically denied Saturday hours for Coal Loaders’ projects. 

 


